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Consideration of Hearing Officer’s Recommendations in Taxi Commission
v. Thomas Poole: [ACTION]
e (Consideration of Hearing Officer’s decision to suspend Permit
# 061042 for three years for reckless driving
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May 28, 2008

At the meeting of the Taxicab Commission on Tuesday, May 27, 2008 the following resolution(s} and finding(s)
were adopted:

RESOLUTION NO. 2008-XX

Notice of Decision
SUBJECT: Suspension of Public Passenger Vehicle Permit

PERMIT HOLDER: Mr. Thomas Poole, Public Passenger Vehicle Permit # 044-61042, engaged in the business of
Yellow Cab Co-Op, 1200 Mississippi Street, San Francisco, CA 94107.

Pursuant to the recommendation of the Taxi Commission’s Hearing Officer, the following recommendation is
stibmitted to the Commissien:

RECOMMENDATION:

The evidence establishes that Mr. Poole was driving in a reckless and unsafe manner. The facts suggest that Mr.
Poole and Mr. Mahmudoglu were either racing or engaged in a dispute. Fortunately, nobody was killed. The ‘
hearing officer recommends that the summary suspension remain in effect for three years from the date the permit
was suspended on March 27, 2008.

AYES: NOES:
ABSENT: RECUSED:

Respectfully submitted,

Jordanna Thigpen
Acting Executive Dirsctor

25 Van Ness Avenue, Room 420, San Francisco, CA 94102
{415) 503-2180 * FAX (415) 503-2186, email: sftaxi.commission@sfgov.org, website: www sfgov.orghaxicommission
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TAXTI COMMISSION
CITY AND COUNTY OF SaN FRANCISCO

ADMINSTRATIVE HEARING DECISION

Hearing Officer: Julie Rosenberg, Esq.

Hearing Date: May 2, 2008
Location: #1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett PLl., SF, CA 94121, Rm 408

Case: Thomas Poole-Public Passenger Vehicle Permit #044-61042
Jordanna Thigpen on behalf of the Taxi Commission

¢ Mr. Poole did not appear and the hearing was held in
absentia. :

e SFPD Qfficer Lail and Sergeant Reynolds testified on behalf
of the Taxi Commissior. '

I. Facts
On 3/24/08 at 10:18 pm, Mr. Poole was driving Yellow Cab #2846

heading westbound on Fulton Street in the number two lane
approaching 11" Avenue. B second Yellow Cab (#1282 driven by
Yakub Mahmudoglu) was in the number one lane adjacent to Mr.
Poole’s taxicab. Both vehicles were driving approximately 50-70
mph in a 35 mph zone while transporting passengers. Both drivers
were using cell phonss. The front left end of Mr. Poole’s
taxicab contactedlthe right side of Mr. Mahmudoglu’s taxicab.
Mr. Mahmudoglu’s taxicab moved inte the number two lane ahead of
Mr. Poole's taxicab. The left ILront end of Mr. Poole’s vehicle
contacted with the rear end of Mahmudoglu’s taxicab. Mr. Poole’s
vehicle swerved to the right and ran into the rear end of a
parked and unattended vehicle. The force df the impact pushed
the parked vehicle into a tree. Mr. Poole’s car sustained major
damage. Mr. Mahmudoglu’s vehicle hit a parked car which
resuvlted in a chain reaction of parked cars nitting other parked
cars with a total of six parked cars being damaged. Both

drivers and the passenger in Mr. Mahmudoglu’s vehicle were taken
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to the hospital for injuries sustained. Both drivers were issued

tickets for speeding in viclation of Cal. Veh. Code scction

22350.

The passenger in Mr. Poole’s vehicle stated that he {Poole}

was going toc fast. According to the police report, she told
Mr. Poole he was going to hit the car in front of them (Taxicab
#1282) but, Mr. Poole did not react or acknowledge her. Mr,
Poole then hit taxicab #1282 and both vehicles crashed;

When interviewed by the SFPD at San Francisco General

Hospital, Mr. Poole stated that he did not remember what

happened.
The accident waé witnessed by a pedestirian walking

westbound on Fulton St. from 10" Avenue.

The facts are established from SFPD Police Report #080311441
and testimony at the hearing by 3FPD Officer Lai.

ITI. Summary Suspension of Mr. Peole’s Permit

 Pursuant to Municipal Police Cade section 1080 (c), the San

Francisco Police Taxi Detail summarily suspended Permit #044-
61042 on March 27, 2008.

Section 1090 (c) states in part: “The Chief of Police may
sugpend sﬁmmarily any permit issued under this Article pending a
disciplinary hearing before the Police Commission when in ths

opinion'of said Chief of Police the pubklic health or safety

requires such summary suspension.”
IVv. Hearing OFfficer’s Recommendation
The evidence establishes that Mr. Pcoole was driving in a

reckless and unsafe manner. The facts suggest that Mr. Poole and

Mr. Mahmudoglu were either racing or engaged in a dispute.

Fortunately, nobody was killed. The hearing cfficer recommends
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that the summary suspension remain in effect for three years

from the date the permit was suspended on 3/27/08.

Q”A/(,uf Y 5/%/057

1e Rosenbearyg, Esq. Date

Hearing Officer
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GAVIN NEWEOM
MAYOR

POLICE DEPARTMENT
CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO

THOMAS J. CAHILL HALL OF JUSTICE
S3OBRYANT STREET
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94103-4403

COMPLAINT

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
City & County of San Francisco

Compiaint is hereby made against:

Engaged in the business of:

Driver Public Vehicle

HEATHER J. FONG
CHEEF OF POLICT

Thomas Poole # 044-61042

At the address of 1200 Mississippi St., San Francisco, in the said City & County, that the
said business was conducted by Thomas Poole in an unlawfil, disorderly and improper
manner as tollows, to wit:

On 03/24/72008, at 2218 hrs, Mr. Poole was legally operating Yellow Taxicab# 2846 in
the City and County of San Francisco California. Mr. Poole was driving his taxicab west
bound on Fulton St. approaching 11™ Ave in the number 2 lane. There was a second
Yellow Taxicab# 1282 being driven by Yakub Mahmudoglu behind Poole’s taxicab and
also heading westbound on Fulion St. in the number 1 lanc approaching 11" Ave.  Both
taxicabs had fares in their vehicles. Both taxicabs were traveling between 50 to 70
MPIL The speed limit on Fulton St. was 35 MPH. Both taxi drivers were using their ceil
phones whilc driving. The left front end of Poole’s taxicab contacted the right side of
Mahmudoglu’s taxicab. Both vehicles continued traveling forward and Mahmudogiu’s
taxicab moved into the far right lane ahead of Poole’s taxicab. Poole’s taxiceb left front
end contacted the rear end of Mahmudoglu’s taxicab. Poole’s taxicab swerved to the
right and the front end contacted the rear end of 2 parked and vmattended vehicle. The

force of the impact pushed the parked vehicle into a tree located at 3522 Fulton.

Mahmudoglu’s taxicab continued {forward and the right front end contacted the left rear
end of a second parkced and unattended vehicle. This collision caused a chain reaction.
The second unattended vehicle rear end contacted a third parked and unattended vehicle.
The third parked vehicle hit a forth and the forth hit a fifth and the fiflh hit a sixth
unattended vehicle. All the vehicles finally came to rest. Both taxicab drivers stated they
didn’t remember what happened before the accident. Both taxicab drivers were taken to
the hospital for head, neck and back injuries. The passenger in Mahmudoglu’s vehicle
was taken to the hospital for knee and facial pain. The seatbelts in both vehicles were not

usad,



The passenger in Poole’s vehicle stated, “The cab driver was driving too fast on Fulton.
He was going about 50 — 60 mph. 1told him he was going to hit the car in front but he
didn’t react or acknowledge me. He then hit the car in front and we crashed. He didn’t
carc and I think he was suicidal”,

The passenger in Mahmudogiu’s taxicab stated, “T wasn’t paying attention and I think we
got hit. Iscreamed and the driver kept driving. He didn’t stop and we got hit again. 1
didn’t realize what happened and we ran into the parked cars.”

Both drivers were issued a mail out citation for 22350 CVC speeding. A re-examinaiion
of Drivers License request was sent to DMV for both taxi drivers.

Municipal Police Code 1090(a) (vii) states:

(a) Revocation for Cause. Any permit issued under this article may be suspended
or revoked by the Police Commission for good cause afier a noticed hearing.
“Good canse” hereunder shall include, but shall not be limited to, the
following: '

(viii) The permit tee violated the Traffic Code of the City and County of San
Francisco or the vehicle Code or refated laws of the State of California.

Municipal Police Code 1090(c) states.

(¢) Suspension by the Chief of Police. The Chiel of Police may suspend summarily
any permit issued nnder this Article pending a disciplinary hearing before the Police
Commission when in the opinion of said Chief of Police the public health or safety
requires such summary suspension, Any affected permit tee shall be given notice of
such summary suspension in writing delivered to said permit tee in person oy by
registered letter.

Vehicle Code 22350 states:

No person shali drive a vehicle upon a hichwayv at a speed creater that is
reasonable or prudent having due regard for weather, visibility, the {raffic on,
and the surface and width of, the hichway, and in no event at a speed which
endangers the safety of persons or property,

Murnicipal Police code 1101, states:



It shall be unlawful for any person who operates a motor vehicle for hire licensed
under this Axrticle io do sa {a) while under the influence of liquor, or (b) in a reckless
and daneerous manner.

Tuxicab/Ramped Taxt Rules and Regulations 6.4. 1. states:

Everv licensed permit holder shall comply with the provisions of the Charter, Police
Code, Planning Code and Traffic Code of the Citv and County of San Francisco.
The California Vehicle Code, California Worker’s Compensation Laws and these
Taxicab Regulations. The provisions of all ordinances and regulations applicable to
the San Francisco International Airport, San Francisco City and County
Department of Agriculture and Weights and Measures and all other governmental
jnarisdictions thought which the permit holders traverse.

The SFPD Taxi Detail believes that Mr., Poole’s irresponsible behavior and poor
judgment skills while operating a motor vehicle in San Francisco makes him an
immediate danger to the public.  Therefore, the Taxi Detail requested that the Taxi
Commission start administrative disciplinary proceedings against Thomas Poole for
criminal behavior, unsafe driving, public safety issues and for not being in compliance
with the Taxicab/Ramped Taxi Rules and Regulations and the San Francisco Municipal
Police Code. '

| yan
Dated: April 02, 2008 Sgt. Ron Reynolds  +

0.1.C. Taxicab D@t—ail//)
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Dated: April 02, 2008 Approved by: ez M?\_ﬁw,_\m..”,..
Jordanma Tﬁigp en 7
Taxicab Commission ~
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Executive Director

Supporting Documents:
1) SEPD Incident Report # 080311441



SAN FRANCISCO POLICE DEPARTMENT
TAXICAB DETAIL

March 27, 2008

Mr. Thomas Poole
Yellow Cab Company.
1200 Mississippi St

San Francisco, CA 94107
415-282-3737

Subject: Summary Suspension of Public Vehicle For Hire Permit.

Dear Thomas Poole:

Pursuant to Sec. 1090 (¢) of the Munieipal Police Code, NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on: March, 27,
2008, the Taxicab Detail has summarily suspended your Driver of Public Vehicle for Hire Permit and Taxi

Permit.

You have the right to appeal this suspension to the Taxicab Commission. Written notice of appeal must be
filed with the Director of the Taxicab Commission at 235 Van Ness. Room 420, San Francisco, California
04102, within ten (10) DAYS AFTER RECEIPT OF THIS LETTER. You are entitled to a hearing on your
appeal within thirty {3() days after the filing of the notice of Appeal. ,

YOU ARE HEREBY ORDERED to immediately surrender your badge, “A” card and Taxieab Photo
Tdentification to the Taxicab Detail within 5 days of receipt of this notice.

Should you have any questions or need further infaz’mation; please contact the Taxi Commission at (415) 503-
2180.

Attachments:
1) Copy of Formal Complaint

SgtRon Reynolg
Officer in Charge .
San Francisce Pelice Taxi Detail
Y /@2{/@%
' Date

Permii Holder at

850 Bryant Street, Rm. 458, San Francisco, CA 94103 » Phone (415) 553-9844 o Fax (415) 553-7969






